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during the eighteen months passed at that re-
nowned seat of learning.

A consummate philosopher, considering Na-
ture and man from the loftiest standpoints, he
had, when scarcely twenty years of age, formed
the conception of a history of the human mind
and its progress. Of this history he had even
sketched the plan, which was one day to be
developed in a book. This plan we still pos-
sess, and of it some of his later productions
are mere partial developments. Thus already,
despite his youth, he was admirably equipped
for the life-struggle, and his years of appren-
ticeship had made him one of the men most
competent to give helpful expression to new
truths, at a time when prejudice seemed to
have irresistible potency.

Studying Turgot at the threshold of his ac-
tive life, and remembering the influence he
afterward exerted upon the economic destiny
of his country, we naturally ask, " Whose
image and superscription does he bear; to
what intellectual family does he belong ?"
Contrary to the rule, we find no answer, for
the simple reason that he proceeds from no
one. Plainly he is of his century, but by an
energy peculiar to himself, and with no guide
but his own reason, he finds a way to break
the barriers of that century and to take hise, marked by great freedom of thought,se of thehehe king in-
